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IN THE CLAIMS 

Please amend the claims to read as indicated below. 

1. (currently amended) A system comput e r impl e m e nt e d m e thod for det e rmining auth e nticity of 
a busin e ss partn e r in response to a r e quest of a us e r comprising: 

a processor; and 

a memory that contains a program that controls said processor to perform actions of: 

(a) receiving a request that indicates that a user desires a determination of an authenticity of 

a business partner; 

(b) receiving an identity of said business partner from said user; 

(c) matching said identity of said business partner to a business data record of a business 

that is one of a plurality of businesses by searching at least one database for said 

business data record having at least one data attribute that matches said identity; 

if step (c) finds a match, then: 

determining whether said business partner is authentic by processing at least 
one of said data attribute of the matched said business data record 
according to a set of authentication rules, wherein said data attribute 
represents at least one credential of said business partner; and 

if step (c) fails to find a match, then: 

presenting a registration template to said business partner for registration in said 
business database; 

obtaining registration data from said business partner via said registration 
template; and 

updating said business database with said registration data; and 

(d) notifying said user of whether said business partner is authentic. 

2. (currently amended) The method of claim 1, wherein th e st e ps are automatically perform e d by 
a computer syst e m either alon e o r said processor performs said actions in combination with a user 
device via a network. 
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3. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: providing a standard template for entry 
of data for said identity of said business partner, wherein a data format of said template is compatible 
with a computer system that performs steps (a) and (b). 

4. (original) The method of claim 3 5 wherein said standard template is presented to said user for 
completion. 

5. (original) The method of claim 3, wherein said standard template is presented to said business 
partner for completion. 

6. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein said authentication rules require one or more current 
transactions with trade references. 

7. (canceled) 

8. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, further comprising: searching said business 
database for said credential of said business partner. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8, wherein said credential is selected from the group consisting 
of: license, purchase authority, bank account verification, professional memberships and industry 
memberships. 

10. (currently amended) A computer system for d e t e rmining auth e nticity of a busin e ss partn e r in 
r e spons e to a r e qu e st of a us e r comprising: 

a device for r e c e iving that receives a request that indicates that a user desires a determination of 

an authenticity of a business partner;-and 
a processor at least on e processor for p e rforming th e st e ps o f ; and 
a memory that contains a program that controls said processor to perform actions of : 
' (a) receiving an identity of said business partner from said user; 
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(b) matching said identity of said business partner to a business data record of a business 

that is one of a plurality of businesses by searching at least one database for said 
business data record having at least one data attribute that matches said identity; 

(c) if said matching finds a match, then: 

determining whether said business partner is authentic by processing at least one of 
said data attribute of the matched said business data record with at least one 
business according to a set of authentication rules, wherein said data attribute 
represents at least one credential of said business partner;-and 

(d) if said matching fails to find a match, then: 

presenting a registration template to said business partner for registration in said 
business database; 

obtaining registration data from said business partner via said registration template; 
and 

updating said business database with said registration data; and 

(e) a notifying m e ans for notifying said user of whether said business partner is authentic. 

1 1 . (canceled) 

12. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 10, furth e r comprising: templat e 
providing m e ans for providin g wherein said program also controls said processor to perform an action 
of providing a standard template for entry of data for said identity of said business partner, wherein a 
data format of said template is compatible with a data handling capability o f said m e ans for proving 
and said matching^aeans. 

13. (original) The computer system of claim 12, wherein said standard template is presented to 
said user for completion. 

14. (original) The computer system of claim 12, wherein said standard template is presented to 
said business partner for completion. 
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15. (original) The computer system of claim 10, wherein said authentication rules require one or 
more current transactions with trade references. 

16. (canceled) 

17. (currently amended) The computer system of claim 10, furth e r comprising: m e ans for 
wherein said program also controls said processor to perform an action of searching said business 
database for said credential of said business partner. 

18. (original) The computer system of claim 10, wherein said credential is selected from the 
group consisting of: license, purchase authority, bank account verification, professional memberships 
and industry memberships. 
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